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Romani people
• Constitute one of the
country's largest minorities.
• According to the 2011
census, they number 621,573
people or 3.3% of the total
population, being the secondlargest ethnic minority in
Romania after Hungarians.

• Until their liberation on February 20, 1856,
most Roms lived in slavery. They could not leave
the property of their owners (the boyars and the
orthodox monasteries). Around the year 1850,
about 102,000 Romani lived in the Danubian
Principalities, comprising 2.7% of the population
(90,000 or 4.1% in Wallachia and 12,000 or
0.8% in Moldavia).

• The accession of Romania to the European Union in
2007 led many members of the Romani minority, the
most socially disadvantaged ethnic group in Romania, to
migrate in large groups to various Western European
countries (mostly to Spain, Italy, Austria, Germany,
France) hoping to find a better life.
• The exact number of emigrants is unknown.

• In 2009-2010, a media campaign followed by a
parliamentarian initiative asked the Romanian
Parliament to accept a proposal to change back
the official name of country's Roma (adopted in
2000) to Țigan (Gypsy).
• The Romanian upper house, Senate, rejected
the proposal

• A 2000 EU report about Romani said that in Romania the
continued high levels of discrimination are a serious
concern.
• Various international institutions, such as the World
Bank, the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB),
and the Open Society Institute (OSI) launched the 20052015 Decade for Roma Inclusion
• A survey of the Pro Democraţia association in Romania
revealed that 94% of the questioned persons believe that
the Romanian citizenship should be revoked to the
ethnic Roms who commit crimes abroad

• In the last decade, the Roma issue got a new
dynamic, through specific policies and
governmental programs aiming at the
improvement of the conditions of this ethnic
group.
• The effort of different Roma organizations went
along with the efforts of the Government, looking
for a long time for the best ways in defending the
civil, politic and social rights of Roma.

• In this sense, beginning with 2000, the
Romanian Government proved its capacity of
shaping efficient structures and activities in all
the fields of the political and civic life, through
the Department for the Protection of National
Minorities.
• Its competences were taken over in 2001 by the
Department for Interethnic Relations - The
National Office for Roma.

The National Office for Roma is a specialized body which:

• initiates, supports and co-ordinates actions
developed for the promotion of the ethnic
• monitories the implementation of the national
and international legal framework regarding the
protection of the national minorities, in
collaboration with the Legislative Direction of the
Department for Interethnic Relations

• evaluates the social and economic
situation of the Roma communities and
their relations with the majority population
• develops information and educational
activities for Roma population regarding
their rights and obligations

• receives and examines requests and complains
addressed by institutions and organizations or citizens
regarding the situations when public administration
bodies brake the rights of persons belonging to Roma
ethnic;
• collaborates with all the active Roma organizations from
Romania, from other countries and with the international
Roma organizations;
• organizes round tables, meetings, public debates in its
field of activity;

• participates in activities organized in the country or
abroad;
• supervises and approves the way of allocating and
spending the public funds for assisting Roma people;
• informs the public opinion from the country and abroad
about the real situation of the Roma communities;
• participates in the mediation and solving of potential
conflicts between the Roma communities and the
majority population.

Documentation, monitoring and legal assistance in cases of
human rights violations (including abuse or violence)
against Roma minority, such as:
• interethnic conflicts,
• limitation of Roma children’s access to education,
• segregation of Roma children in schools,
• forced evictions, poor administration of justice,
• law enforcement abuse,
• violation of housing rights,

•
•
•
•
•

violation of right to health,
human dignity cases,
extremism,
limitation of access to public places,
abuses of local authorities in taking over
health mediators for Roma communities.

• Activities to improve Roma children’s access to
education, including projects that targets pre-school
children (center for early childhood development),
primary and middle school children (catching up
activities, intercultural activities, summer camps for
children, after school centers), teenagers (training and
empowerment courses, assistance in implementing
community development projects, debates).
• All projects include working components with parents
and information campaigns for parents and children.

• Implementation of social campaigns,
raising-awareness campaigns, civic
mobilisation and advocacy campaigns, as
well as training of Roma and non-Roma
human resources.
• Elaboration of researches and studies

Sector policies addressed to Roma minority in Romania
• The Roma minority from Romania is the most exposed
to the risks of social exclusion, is discriminated and has
an unequal access to education, to the labor market, to
decent housing conditions, to social and health services

Education
• In Romania, during the period of economical decline, the
most affected category of population was the children
from the rural areas, especially the Roma children.
• The rate of kindergarten enrollment of the Roma children
is 40% smaller than the rate of the majority population
• 44% of Roma children aged between 7-11 years present
a risk of school dropout
• In 2012, approximately 400.000 Roma children from
primary school were not going to school on a regular
basis

• Over 75% of Roma children do not graduate from
gymnasium
• Two of ten Roma children do not go to school, and the
most frequently reason invoked by the parents is related
to the lack of financial resources
• One of six Roma parents explains the weak participation
of the children in schools through ethnical discrimination.
• The Roma girls are facing highly disproportionate risks of
school dropout or of leaving the school early.

• At the level of the adult population, a percentage of 2325% of the Roma people have not graduated any school
and declare they do not know how to write or read.
• 26% have graduated the first four classes and 34% only
the gymnasium.
• Only 17% of the people are going to a professional
school, a high-school or are getting superior education.
• 9% of the Roma people are high-school graduates.
• 2% university graduates.

• A study carried out in 2009, showed that the schools
were the Roma children are generally having access are
far from being schools for everybody.
• The conclusions of the study were strengthened by the
Decade Watch Study that shows the fact that, in the
context of improving the access to education and the
quality of the educational act, the education system
continues to be inequitable.

Policies of the Ministry of National Education
• The disaggregation, non-discrimination, the continuation of the
affirmative measures and the monitoring of the educational system
structures would respond to the indicator of the 2020 Strategy that
has as objective to include until the year 2020 all the children in the
education system.
• In 2011 Roma inclusion strategy, MEN has identified a set of 11
measures that refer to including the preschool and the school aged
children in some form of education, reducing the absenteeism in the
pre-university education, at the same time with the measures that
ensure the quality of the education with an emphasize on the
management of the inclusive education.

• Summer camps for the children aged between 3-6 years
old;
• „The second chance” for those who exceeded the school
age;
• „School after school” for the pupils included in the
primary education;
• „Functional teaching”;
• „Bagel and milk” for preschool and school children;

• Scholarships for high school students;
• Affirmative measures for high school and university students;
• The network of inspectors, professor and teachers for the
Romani language and the history of the Roma people;
• Summer schools for the Romani language;
• School contests for the Romani language;
• Distance learning– CREDIS;
• The school mediator
• The school counselor and assistant
• Scholarships for the Roma students (in general)

Health services
• According to the data collected within the EU, in the year
2010, the life expectancy for the Roma was ten years
small than of the population as a whole, while the
infantile death rate was two times to six times higher
• Almost half (46%) of the Roma minors, although they are
exempted by law from the payment of the health
insurances, have not received all the compulsory
vaccines, subsidized through the National Program for
Immunization.
• a reduced frequency of dental visits. Almost half (46%) of
the adults have never benefited from dental services.

• Another study carried out in the year 2010 shows that
the main reasons for which the Roma have not enrolled
to a family physician are:
• the missing health insurance for four out of the ten
respondents (38%),
• the lack of money for two out of ten respondents (20%)
• the lack of a work place, for one out of ten respondents
(9,8%)

• In the Roma inclusion strategy from the year 2011, MS
has 9 measures, all suggested to be implemented under
the national campaign format:
• Campaigns for the evaluation of the Roma persons`
health condition,
• for sanitary education regarding TBC, HIV/SIDA, BTS,
for education regarding healthy food and the vaccination
of children according to the National Plan for
Immunization.
• All campaigns must correspond to the indicator of the
Europe 2020 Strategy for reducing the death rate until
the year 2020.

• According to the mechanism structure, the NGOs are
partners in the consultation process for drafting public
policies, especially at central level and they assess in a
critical manner their implementation phase
• At local level, the NGOs are dialogue and cooperation
partners and participate in the work reunions of the
mixed work groups (GLM) attached to the prefectures
and city halls.

• In December 2011, the Strategy of the Romanian
Government for the inclusion of the Romanian citizens
that belong to the Roma minority for the period 20112020 was approved by a Government Decision.
• Currently, the strategy was reviewed based on the
observations formulated by the European Commission
and on the ex-ante conditionalities that prepare the
2014-2020 programming.
• The NGOs of the Roma have understood the importance
of the context and of their role.

Coordinating Organisation
Association of Roma Women
for Our Children – Romania
• founded in 1997 on the initiative of a Roma women –
Mrs. Letitia Mark.
• The association initially had as main purpose supporting
the Roma children and women, being founded as an
educational center for Roma children.
• In the present the association is one of the very active
Roma women organizations at grass roots level in the
West Region .

• promotes the education of Roma girls, combating the
early marriages, segregation, the domestic violence and
promote equal opportunities.
• works together with young Roma with high level
education, faculty and master degree, professionals as
economist (non Roma) and Roma sociologist, Roma
social worker, volunteer sanitary mediator, volunteers
young Roma students.

• Aproximately100 families are
living in this community
• More then 90% of these
people have no income
source.
• RWA was developed in
specially to help this
community, in the beginning
with educational programs.

Activities and projects of RWA
• 1997- until now- Educational and cultural activities for
roma children
• 1997- until now – yearly art camps for roma children,
youth and women
• 2002 Romeanque Kher, Phare project, social and
educational project.
• 2003-2004 “Today for a better future" educational
program for preschools

•
•
•
•

Open Doors OSI Budapesta
2006 social services "Information și Concelling“
Since 2006 mediation for the market and job seeking;
2008-2009 – Roma Women against segregation –
educational project
• 2009 - 2011-FSE- Equality and difference. Acces of the
Roma women in the market place".
• 2011-2013 DAPHNE Project: Empowering Roma women
against violence

• Edurom Project 2013-2015
• Amaro Centro Project - 2015
• Summer school “Link
between generations” – 2015
• Opportunities and challenges
for tertiary educational system
in promoting evidence –
informed good governance
society – 2016
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